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ESVALDO
JORGE

STANDING THE TEST OF TIME 
“Indeed, love, kindness, and generosity will
always stand the test of time. That is exactly
why Life Child has stood for 20 years pouring
itself out on behalf of the orphan and
vulnerable children of Sub-Saharan Africa.
These Divine attributes have been seen over
and over again, either through the staff, the
volunteers, and especially the partners of Life
Child. Thank you to everyone who has helped
champion the cause of Life Child for so many
years and helped us stand the test of time.” 

“Amidst so many adversities, Life Child operates with
a holistic approach, aiming for the integral
development of children. Far from just offering
knowledge and practical tools, Life Child strives to
promote emotional and spiritual healing in children.
Knowing that building a solid identity in Christ is the
safest path amid the turmoil that surrounds them.
Through a life purpose deeply rooted in Christian
values, Life Child becomes a beacon of hope amid
chaos, not only caring for the immediate needs of
these children but also guiding them towards a
brighter future, strengthening their identity in God.
With love and dedication, the Life Child team
becomes the family that many of them have lost,
nourishing the children with God's tenderness and
encouraging them to discover their worth, their
strength, and their divine purpose. It is a work of
transformation that goes beyond the limits of the
material, reaching the most intimate part of each
heart.” 

A MESSAGE FROM LIFE CHILD 
CEO & CO-FOUNDER 

A MESSAGE FROM
 LIFE CHILD  CO-FOUNDER 

Esvaldo Jorge

Anthony Liebenberg

“Family Strengthening has and continues to be significant in
impacting the lives of the children that we serve. Children's
families must grow in their capacity to maintain their families
together. The indices of intro trafficked children, premature
pregnancies, and unions have increased in our communities
especially those impacted by cyclones and floods. The
focused approach of 'Child, Family, Community' by
intentionally sharing the gospel, pastoring, educating, and
strengthening our families through a close follow-up from
house to house continues to strengthen. We truly believe that
for us to see long-lasting sustainable changes we must not put
the families aside, but embrace and continue trusting God for
Christ-centered family-driven communities transformed into
economic sustainability.”

 “Life Child has impacted all communities where
we work by being a powerful resource of good to
those who are in desperate need of being uplifted.
This past year has seen us restoring, building, and
extending through the kindness of those who
opened their hearts to give. Children are being
housed so they can feel loved and protected in a
community that has seen so much strife and
hardships. We are the face of hope and change
through the wonderful grace of God.” 

A MESSAGE FROM
LIFE CHILD CO-FOUNDER & INTERNATIONAL
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR  

A MESSAGE FROM
 LIFE CHILD  CO-FOUNDER 

Annmaree Jorge

FOUNDERS LETTERS

Desiree Liebenberg

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/week/2021/9/3
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In Mozambique, it has been a tough year for our students and families due to the
disruptions of Cyclone Freddy and a Cholera outbreak. Every part of their lives was
affected including; physical, emotional, mental, social, and spiritual. Their overall
health and nutrition were at risk. However, we are thankful that our students through
the support of Life Child and partners providing daily meals and nutritional support,
were able to build resilience and strength.  



Wilson is a young 13-year-old boy from the Ilé District in Zambezia,
Mozambique. He was born an Albino and unfortunately, this has severely
marked his life. People with albinism in Mozambique are often victims of
persecution, violence, and discrimination due to myths and superstitions,
which include the use of organs or bones in witchcraft rituals, making them
among the main targets of human rights violations. According to authorities,
the crime that occurred with Wilson may be related to these superstitious
practices, and in most cases, criminals receive orders from other people who
intend to sell human organs. The crime occurred on the 18th of November
2023, in the district of Ilé. Four men took Wilson, who was sleeping on his
balcony, to a forest and amputated his right arm, they also tried to
amputate his left arm but fled when they became aware of the arrival of the
teenager’s relatives. 
Wilson was transferred from hospital to hospital until he finally arrived at the
Central Hospital in Quelimane where he underwent surgeries. This is where
our Life Child community health workers connected with Wilson. Life Child
began an urgent intervention of health and nutritional support and prayer
as Wilson had lost so much blood and was largely on his own with his mom
and siblings and there was no support system around them. 
 
Dercio who is Life Child’s trauma councillor continues to walk closely with
Wilson and his mom. Today, Life Child is working with social welfare in our
desired placement of Wilson into the Okalawo Children’s Village where we
will be able to love and care for Wilson in a safe and healthy space, helping
him to understand who Jesus is and His wonderful plans for Wilson. He is
currently in a transitional home. He has eventually had his second surgery
and has been recovering and undertaking physiotherapy. 
 
Life Child is in conversations for a future prosthetic arm which will also make
a huge difference in his future. Please keep Wilson in your prayers as he is not
a commodity to be used and sold but a child who deserves to be happy,
safe, and able to live the life that God planned for him. We at Life Child
adhere to Psalms 82:3-4 NRSV ”Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the
needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

ONE LIFE STORY
WILSON, MOZAMBIQUE



In South Africa, we love to see how well our children and families have grown in all areas of their lives.
Most importantly, they have grown spiritually through reading and discussing the Bible in cell groups
(small groups) and being discipled. All of our children are vulnerable and most come from broken
homes, but they have been introduced to a Heavenly Father who loves them and wants to restore
them and their families. We are excited to say that some of our Foster children made the personal
decision to get baptized in water and made the declaration that the old way of living is gone and
they have now decided to follow Jesus.
Our Life Child staff have also had to stretch their faith and trust God for the funds to complete the
renovation of our second foster home in Cape Town. We are so thankful to God and all our partners
who made that happen.
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ONE LIFE STORY

THE XEGO FAMILY, SOUTH AFRICA
Meet the Xego family. In this family, there is a mother, a father, and their four children.

The Xego family lives in a small 2-room shack home in Kosovo. Their story is a testament

to what happens when God comes in and brings life into a dark and hopeless

situation. Aviwe, the 38-year-old mother, was being severely abused by the father of

her children, Anele. Through the referral of one of our previous parents, Nocwaca,

who was a part of our family strengthening program and whose life has also been

changed for the better, Life Child was able to get involved. Aviwe’s 3-year-old child

(at the time), Luyindalo, was invited into the preschool.

Aviwe and her children were removed and taken in by Sizakunzenza, the shelter for

abused women and children. After 3 months of support and counselling, which also

included counselling with Anele, she returned home. We thank God for the courage

of Nocwaca, who was paying it forward! During this time at Sizakunzenza, she

continued to bring Luyindalo to the preschool every day. During Aviwe’s time at

Sizakunzenza, she gave her heart to Jesus. She joined the weekly Adult Cell at Life

Child and witnessed positive changes in her life. She began to hold onto God and

trust Him in everything.

She saw her husband get a permanent job as a street cleaner and support the family;

she saw her 12-year-old daughter Ayazingca join the Ex-grad Community Cell and

grow in stature; and she saw 5-year-old Luyindalo grow up into a confident little man

and influence his family at home, reminding them to pray before meals and eat raw

carrots! During one of the home visits, young Ayazingca asked Lucy if she could join

the children’s cell and soon also joined Life Church Philippi. From there Ayazingca

invited her mother Aviwe, her 2 brothers, and her younger sister who now all attend

Life Church Philippi. Aviwe said she did not want to see her children go to church

alone, so she joined them. She said, “I am so glad I did,” as she too found her spiritual

home. Ayazingca is now a cell intern.

In early 2024 Aviwe was invited to join our family-strengthening program. Before

meeting Life Child, Aviwe said she felt her purpose on this earth was to have

babies!Since she has become part of the Life Child family, she has come to realise that God

has another purpose for her. Recognizing her love for cooking and willingness to

volunteer, the preschool was quick to ask her to step in and cook for the preschoolers,

when the cook had taken leave.

Since the intervention, the father, Anele is still on a journey of transformation. For the

first time, he too attended Life Church Philippi, this month, after Aviwe invited him to

church before the preschool Father’s Day event. We are trusting God for complete

restoration for this precious family.
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Malawi, like Mozambique, was severely impacted and our children and families were
deeply affected and stressed due to the devastation of Cyclone Freddy and a
Cholera outbreak. Some families had to take shelter in our Moyo preschool and others
were desperate to find a safe place to stay while attempting to rebuild their lives and
continue with their daily activities. However, we are proud of our students that
through the support of Life Child and partners, they were able to forge ahead and
continue with their education and growth. 

MALAWI



Meet Chimwemwe, aged five, who lives together with his sibling and both parents. His father

works as a freelance guard and his mother runs small seasonal businesses. The father’s wage is

too little to sustain the family, hence even if his mother tries to do small business it doesn’t go far

because most of the time they have to use the business money for home use. Life has not been

easy for the family therefore the family was identified as vulnerable and needed support.

Chimwemwe was enrolled in Moyo Preschool in 2022, and those early days were not as good for

him as he struggled to adjust to school life. He was such a quiet boy and shy not associating with

anybody. Even in class, it was difficult for him to learn.

As time has gone we have seen a total transformation in his life. He can associate with friends

and interact with the teachers in class. This has drastically helped him intellectually; he is doing so

well in class. He can write and read some sight words; mathematics and History are his favourite

subjects. "He can tell me all he has learned at school", his mother said at one of the home visits.

He enjoys eating rice served with eggs, play times are also a time that he looks forward to, he

loves playing with toys and molding clay into different objects like cars. He is also part of a cell at

school which has complimented well with his education. Life Child is so thankful for all our Life

Child sponsors and partners who help us to support educational and overall development and to

create safe spaces for many children just like Chimwemwe.

ONE LIFE STORY

CHIMWEMWE, MALAWI



ZIMBABWE

In all of our countries, we focus on social development, as there is ongoing facilitation of
personal and interpersonal development and physical security of all children, allowing them to
become well-adjusted family members in the community. We also harness the power of fun,
creative, and physical activities, creating opportunities to unify the wider community. 
 
In Zimbabwe, Life Child is specifically working with families to strengthen them, so that families
can stay together. We are proud of the families who have taken this opportunity seriously this
past year and have worked hard to make a change in their own lives and in the way that they
communicate and bond with their children. They have upskilled themselves to strengthen their
families economically and to become contributing members of their community. 
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ONE LIFE STORY
JANA FAMILY, ZIMBABWE
Meet the Jana Family, they are a part of Life Child Zimbabwe’s family strengthening program.
There are six family members which include extended family members. Kundiso and
Kudakwashe have two children, but they stay with Kudakwashe's sister and her 9-month-old
baby.  
After training day on nutrition, health, and hygiene Kundiso testified on how she was equipped
to be a better mother to her family. She went home and started practicing what she had
learned and has seen a great change in her family. She now knows how to plan her family's
meals and keep them healthy. Before the training, her daughter used to be grumpy and not
enjoying going to school, but Kundiso noticed that since she started packing a healthy lunch for
her for school, she always comes home happy and energized. She realized that lack of
knowledge can affect children's health and the well-being of the whole family as a change of
diet has made a huge difference in her daughter's life. 
Kundiso can now also help her sister-in-law with her child as she is mentally unstable. Before the
training, the 9-month-old child used to rely on breast milk only but now Kundiso knows what to
feed her so that she can grow healthy and free from diseases. The Jana family is now happy and
healthy as they have been more equipped to deal with family life. A huge thank you to our
partners, champions, and volunteers for being part of the change in Zimbabwe. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 

MALAWI

In March 2023, Cyclone Freddy ravaged Mozambique and Malawi, destroying
houses, buildings, crops, and people’s lives. Mudslides formed, burying
hundreds of people and buildings. It was truly a travesty, and there was a
strong need for aid, which Life Child supporters answered. Tough times
happen to us all, but few think a natural disaster will completely usurp our lives.
Many were left wondering where to begin, and that is where Life Child and
Life Church stepped in. Due to the generous donations of our supporters, we
were able to help those affected by the cyclone by providing shelter to many
displaced families, helped rebuilt structures and providing roof sheeting,
supplying many families with food parcels and daily meals, water purifiers,
helping replace the buckets, blankets, clothes, household goods that they lost
in the cyclone. Many vaccines were administered to prevent people from
contracting Cholera. We also provided spiritual support for those who were
feeling helpless and downcast.  
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DISASTER RELIEF PARTNERS.



The economic crisis, high inflation, and a rising cost of living combined with the 

country’s structural poverty, make it necessary to create opportunities for self- 

employment. The facilitation of small domestic businesses and production 

cooperatives is an interesting alternative towards sustainability. 

Bi-annual skills training of vulnerable women in dressmaking and pattern-

making are facilitated and at the end of the course, the ladies can set up a

small domestic workshop to produce clothes at home or be part of Life

Sustainability’s cooperative, in Mozambique, producing clothing and other

merchandise which will help with the sustainability of families and Life Child

projects in time. 



Life Sustainability has purchased 200 hectares of farmland that is currently being

developed with the conclusion of a further 100 hectares in process. Our farming

methodology is 100% organic, using regenerative agricultural methods. We have

expanded to include cash crops such as beans and sesame. The second 1000-

tree pilot harvest has been concluded enabling us to test assumptions so that we

can more accurately establish forecasts moving forward. 

We already have a small, primary processing and packaging operation for

Moringa. We are currently expanding our regional market for wholesale products

and in the future export products to the International Market. 



To fund operations: 
In-kind donations
$216,391 

Self-sustainability
$9,462 

Management costs
$127,418 

Fundraising costs
$118,293 

Program:Health & Nutrition 
$166,891 

Program: Education
$129,484 

Program: Social 
development $70,451 

Program: Spiritual
development  $30,044

To fund infrastructure:
In-kind donations $151,826 
 

Building projects 
$224,781 

FINANCIAL REPORT
2024FY CONSOLIDATED

To fund infrastructure:
General donations $129,437 
 

To fund operations:
General donations $663,971

2024FY 
REVENUE

2024FY USE 
OF FUNDS

Program: Education 
Program: Spiritual development
Program: Social development 
Program: Health & Nutrition 
Management costs
Fundraising costs
Self-sustainability
Building projects
Total expenses

15%
3%
8%

19%
15%
13%
1%

26%

$129,484 
$30,044 
$70,451 

$166,891 
$127,418 
$118,293 

$9,462 
$224,781 

$876,824 

2024FY USE OF FUNDS

To fund operations: General donations
To fund operations: In-kind donations
To fund infrastructure: General donations
To fund infrastructure: In-kind donations
Total revenue

$663,971
$216,391
$129,437
$151,826

$1,161,625

2024FY REVENUE 

57%
19%
11%
13%



EVENTS
INTERNATIONAL 
WALK FOR LITTLE FEET 
The 16th of September was action-packed in a way we didn’t

expect! Walkers worldwide who support Life Child’s Walk for Little

Feet event gathered together to help fundraise for vulnerable

children in Sub-Saharan Africa. There were over 1300 walkers from

19 locations worldwide, from countries such as the United

Kingdom, USA, South Africa, Mozambique, Malawi, and

Zimbabwe. 

Watch  feedback video 

GOLF DAY 
(SOUTH AFRICA)
We had a wonderful time at our very first Life Child Golf Day

in South Africa! 

It was hosted at the beautiful Metropolitan Golf Club

Course in Mouille Point. 

It was great to meet so many new people and share the

heart of Life Child. 

Teams received a Goodie bag, played nine holes, got the

opportunity to win some fantastic prizes, ate delicious

snacks, and connected. 

The best part is that R30 000 was raised to be able to take

care of hundreds of orphan and vulnerable children. As a

bonus, our very own Nokwanda Mzimela was able to win

R1000 for Life Child by doing a spontaneous putt-putt

competition at the end of the last hole and getting a hole-

in-one! 

We want to say a massive Thank You to the following

companies who participated, made donations, sponsored

a hole, or sponsored a prize: AWCape, Fairtree, RE/MAX,

Clovelly Golf Club, Stellenboschgolfclub, Westlake Golf

Club, San Lameer Golf, The Crazy Store. Also, thank you to

all the individuals who participated or donated to the

event. A massive Thank you to Metropolitan Golf Club for

the use of your stunning venue! 

Watch feedback video

MOTION CHURCH - SPONSOR
RUN (NETHERLANDS)
The Sponsor Run was a great success. Motion Church held an

auction, bake sale, and the Sponsor Run. Well done to their

children and their willingness to buy stuff at the auction. Children in

the Netherlands running for children on the other side of the world,

who they have never met in person, is extremely heartwarming.

Motion Church was able to bless Life Child with €3500 

(over R70 000/ $3,800). We so value this ongoing partnership. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qz3XaOmZPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qz3XaOmZPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qz3XaOmZPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qz3XaOmZPs
https://www.facebook.com/LifeChildAfrica/videos/6605968326081319


GO! TEAMS ON A MISSION
CHI ALPHA UCA MINISTRIES 
We had 49 Chi Alpha students and staff, from Conway, Arkansas, USA. They came on a mission trip

to Mozambique and South Africa, to spread the Gospel and bring hope to our Life Church and Life

Child families, as well as the wider communities; for example, by going into schools to encourage

the youth and rebuilding homes after Cyclone Freddy. We witnessed an incredible transformation

as half of the Chi Alpha UCA Ministries team came together to rebuild a family's damaged home.

Not only did they work tirelessly, but they also poured out their love by praying with and serving the

children and families in our community. This is the church in action, making a tangible difference in

the lives of those in need. For over 17 years, Matt Carpenter and his team have been dedicated

supporters of Mission and have served alongside Life Church and Life Child Mozambique. We are

immensely grateful for their partnership.

MOUNT PARAN CHURCH 
Smaller teams also came to visit and

heard about the heart of Life Child

and saw firsthand the work that we

do, one of these teams was from

Mount Paran Church in Atlanta,

Georgia, USA. 

We were delighted to welcome and

spend time with Patrick Simmons,

and Mission’s Pastors Larry and

Patricia Morehead in Quelimane,

Mozambique, as well as in Cape

Town, South Africa. 

We are so grateful for this new

partnership, as they have begun

supporting the work of Life Child,

and look forward to what God has

in store for this new relationship. 



CHAMPION EVENTS

PATRICK LECKIE FROM 
THE UK- HOSTED A POTJIE EVENING  

Our Life Child Champions have been on the move hiking

Mera Peak in Nepal in heavy snow or running a relay of a

distance of 1000km in 24 hours in rain and cold weather.

Other Champions hosted dinners with their families and

friends to raise awareness and funds. 

We would like to highlight three of the many wonderful

Champions: 

ANTHONY LIEBENBERG FROM SA, 
MERA PEAK ADVENTURE 
“In May this year, Anthony and Jacques van der Merwe set

out to summit the 6500 m-high Mera Peak in Nepal, to

champion the cause of Life Child. A Life Child Champion is

someone who uses what they enjoy to raise awareness and

funds towards the work of Life Child. Anthony and Jacques

are seasoned hikers, having already climbed – on separate

occasions – Mount Kilimanjaro and Everest Base Camp

between them. Attempting to conquer Mera Peak

together, and going through rigorous training regimes, they

set out for Nepal, optimistic of a successful hike while

creating awareness.”

Please read our article that was published in Joy Magazine,
to find out what happened 

LIDIA BERNARDO FROM 
THE USA- HOSTED A DINNER 
We want to welcome Lidia Bernardo as our newest member to

join our Life Child Africa Foundation (USA) board. She has already

been supporting Life Child in various ways and we appreciate

the value that she adds to our board. In May 2023, Lidia decided

to champion Life Child by hosting a lovely dinner with South

African-themed food. Lidia may be living in the USA, but she is

South African-born and has a heart for Africa. She invited friends

and family to hear about the heart behind Life Child as our CEO

Anthony Liebenberg shared stories of lives that had been

impacted. People enjoyed the evening and new partners were

added to the Life Child family. Thank you, Lidia, for being a

Champion! 

Patrick Leckie is a member of our Life Child Foundation UK

board, and we are grateful to have him serving with us! He

decided to champion Life Child by hosting a delicious

traditional Potjie dinner in October. In South Africa, a

potjiekos, literally translated as "small-pot food", is a dish

prepared outdoors. It is traditionally cooked in a round, cast

iron, three-legged cauldron. He invited friends and family to

enjoy a meal and at the same time hear about the work of

Life Child personally from our CEO Anthony Liebenberg. Thank

you, Patrick, for opening your home to raise funds and

awareness for Life Child. 

https://joynews.co.za/life-child-mera-peak-charity-trek/
https://joynews.co.za/life-child-mera-peak-charity-trek/
https://joynews.co.za/life-child-mera-peak-charity-trek/


We want to highlight an amazing couple from the United Kingdom who
have been wonderful partners of Life Child for many years, Stewart and
Annette Windle. Annette is currently a trustee for Life Child Foundation UK
and has been since 2021. This lovely couple is retired now, but Annette
used to be a nurse and Stewart was in construction. They have such a
massive heart for the children in Africa. They have been partnering every
month and also helped towards making the renovations of our second
foster home in Philippi, Cape Town, possible. Annette has acted as a
Champion and used WhatsApp to raise awareness and funds for Life
Child among her community of friends and family. She has been
organizing a small Walk For Little Feet in her area for a few years now. 
 
The Windles are not just partners from afar, but for many years, they have
been traveling back and forth between England and South Africa. They
love it so much in Cape Town that they even owned a second home
here. Every time they come to visit our Life Child family in Philippi, it feels
like a family reunion. They have always asked when they visit the foster
home “What can I fix?” or “How can we get involved?”  
 
Legacy giving is the decision to leave a legacy that lasts and makes an
impact on future generations. Legacy Gifts refers to donations that you
can plan to give to Life Child after your passing/ to be included in your
will. However, there are instances where people don’t wait until they pass
but donate it in advance. As such is the case with Stewart and Annette,
as the one-bedroom apartment that they owned in Cape Town was their
second home, they decided to leave it to Life Child. This is an amazing
blessing that will continue to give back for a long time, as the income
from renting out this property will continue to fund the work of Life Child. 
 
Thank you, Stewart and Annette! May you continue to enjoy this season
of retirement with your children, grandchildren, and friends. On behalf of
all the Life Child staff, children, and families, we Thank You and honour
you! 

THANK YOU!
HONOURING THE WINDLES 



FUTURE PROJECTS
This past year our project initiatives changed somewhat due to the serious damage created
by Cyclone Freddy, which made landfall in Quelimane, Mozambique in March and extended
its impact into Blantyre, Malawi. God connected us to EMI (Engineering Ministries International)
who extensively evaluated the damage and made necessary recommendations and a new
masterplan to create additional resilience and safe spaces due to the dramatic climatic
changes taking place. All future project structures will reflect these recommendations where
necessary in the countries in which we work. 

Below is a list of projects for the next 12 months: 
  

Completion of the additional classrooms at the Peace School in Mozambique, which is currently a
primary school for Grades 1-6. 
This includes structural corrections recommended by EMI to classrooms, residences, and the clinic at
the Okalawo Children’s Village. These structural roof changes will enable greater resilience. 
In Chimoio we are raising funds to build a new multi-purpose venue including a Montessori ECD,
which will educate children from 3-5 years old, totalling 120 children. 
We will continue renting a building for our Moyo Montessori ECD in Malawi. As we keep trusting for
funding to build a multi-purpose venue to educate children from 3-5 years old, totalling 120 children. 
We have now received full funding to purchase land in Zimbabwe and are still trusting for the funding
to build a multi-purpose venue including an ECD, where we can educate 3-5 years old, totalling 120
children. In the meantime, we are looking for a building to rent for five years.  
We are believing for funding to purchase land to build a multi-purpose venue which will include the
capacity to enlarge our Montessori ECD to 60 children in Phillipi, South Africa. For more information,
click here: Get up, Build up, Step up: 13 Peaks Challenge 

  
If you require more information or would like an extensive list of our projects, email us at
info@lifechild.org.za. 

https://www.givengain.com/project/tamsyn-raising-funds-for-life-child-international-trust-80238
https://www.givengain.com/project/tamsyn-raising-funds-for-life-child-international-trust-80238
mailto:info@lifechild.org.za
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Experience first-hand the impact of Life Child
through volunteering or joining a short-term mission
trip.

GO!

Partner with Life Child in areas of development,
operations, self-sustainability, and building new
homes and schools.

PARTNER

Advocate our cause and mobilise your community
through initiating a fundraiser, event, or campaign.

CHAMPION

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Sponsor an individual child for R300/$30/£20
per month. 

SPONSOR
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CONTACTS


